Restructuring the Thesaurus

The following decisions were made for the current categories:

Agriculture & Subsistence – move to Tools & Equipment

Animal Equipment – move to Tools & Equipment

Architecture – some elements more appropriate to Monuments thesaurus and users should be pointed in this direction. Remainder of terms to be revisited.

Armour & Weapons – move to Tools & Equipment

Container – retain

Currency – rename ‘Numismatics’? Expand current list of terms

Dress & Personal Accessories – retain

Ecofacts – retain

Fixtures & Fittings to combine with Furniture & Furnishings – create a new category called Fittings & Furnishings
Food Preparation – most terms can be moved to Containers and equipment can be moved to Tools & Equipment

Heating & Lighting – terms to move to Tools & Equipment and Fittings & Furnishings

Manufacture & Processing – possibly needs to be renamed to include the concept of by-products and partially made / incomplete objects

Measurement – measuring equipment to Tools & Equipment

Medicine & Pharmacy – move to Containers and Tools & Equipment

Music – simplify structure, remove more specialist terms and possibly combine with Sports & Games

Punishment & Restraint – move to Tools & Equipment

Religion & Ritual – broad heading needs to be retained but terms can be moved to Containers, Tools & Equipment and Architectural

Signs & Symbols – move to Personal Accessories and Communication

Sports & Games – possibly merge with Music, other terms can be moved to Tools & Equipment and miniatures are currently under Unassigned

Tools & Equipment – to be expanded to cover all categories

Transport – point users toward more specialist thesauri for detailed terminology and retain only broadest terms

Unassigned – all fastenings to Fittings and Furnishings, possibly rename to highlight that the class largely covers component parts. Manufacturing components could be included here to cover by-products and partially completed objects. Many terms recorded here should be deleted and replaced by ‘unidentified object’. Modifiers can be recorded elsewhere in a record to describe shape/burning etc

Visual Communications – merge with Written Communications, and move all equipment to Tools & Equipment. Possibly change category to Art & Communication so that it can cover the object itself e.g. sculpture and books.

Summary of New Structure

Art & Communication
Visual Communications

Written Communications

Architecture(revisit)

Container
Food Preparation (containers)
Medicine & Pharmacy (containers)

Numismatics(formerly Currency)

Dress & Personal Accessories
Ecofacts
Fittings & Furnishings

Fixtures & Fittings

Furniture & Furnishings
Heating & Lighting
Manufacture & Processing
Music, Sports & Games 

Religion & Ritual
Tools & Equipment
Agriculture & Subsistence

Animal Equipment

Armour & Weapons

Food Preparation (equipment other than containers)

Heating & Lighting

Measurement

Medicine & Pharmacy (equipment other than containers)

Punishment & Restraint

Transport(broad terms only)

Unassigned/Component parts
