ARCHAEOLOGICAL OBJECTS THESAURUS: notes on possible candidate terms received late 2013

Alexandra Bellisario, Hampshire HER submitted 57 terms. Some of these are very specific e.g one species, that would not normally be separated out/ stored separately  in collections of archaeological objects and I think therefore above and beyond the scope of the EH Object thesaurus. Other terms are more closely aligned to evidence for certain environments or landforms and would sit better in either the Monument Type or Evidence thesaurus (see excel). However this requires further discussion.

Some terms I recommend we accept (see excel file). Assessment of these candidate terms has also highlighted the need to update/ revise some of the scope notes as detailed below.

The scope note for CEREAL GRAIN needs re-writing. Currently it is: ‘The fruit or seed of a cereal plant such as wheat, corn etc.’ I suggest this is rewritten as follows: 

The caryopsis (one seeded dry fruit that develops from a single ovary; the wall of the fruit is partly fused to the ovary wall) of a cereal (annual cultivated grasses such as wheat, barley, rice and maize).
Refs: 

Fowler, H W and Fowler, F G 1964 The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current English. Oxford: OUP

Percival J, 1942 Agricultural Botany: Theoretical and Practical (8th edition). London: Duckworth 

Toothill, E 1984 The Penguin Dictionary of Botany. Harmondsworth: Penguin

Zohary, D and Hopf, M 2000 Domestication of plants in the Old World, (3rd edn). Oxford: Oxford University Press
The scope note for NON-MARINE MOLLUSCAN REMAINS also needs editing to read as follows:

Molluscs found in fresh water, brackish water or terrestrial habitats.
This may cause problems when considering the scope note for MARINE MOLLUSCA REMAINS as there is some overlap.
In terms of the candidate terms suggested for WHEAT GRAIN and BARLEY GRAIN we may also wish to add RYE GRAIN and OAT GRAIN.
Further candidate terms have been requested by Cathy Malone, Museum of London along with a query regarding use of object versus material. The issue seems to be trying to use the object thesaurus for items/ stuff which has been labelled as a material. E.g. shell.  I have suggested using a combination of object and material e.g.: Vertebrate remains-bone, mollusca remains-shell, plant remains-charcoal, plant remains-wood, mammal remains-coprolite in order to resolve this. 
Gill Campbell
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