	Minutes of the

FISH Terminology Working Group

22nd October 2013, British Museum



	1.
	Present: Phil Carlisle (Chair), Paul Adams, Sally Carter, Julia Stribblehill, CathMalony, Peter McKeague, Kieron Niven, Rosie Logiudice

Apologies: Isabel Holroyd, Gill Campbell, Sarah Orr, Richard Light, Beth Brooke, Jenny Orme


	

	2.
	Minutes of the last meeting
Points of Action:

· The revised Terms of Reference are now available on the FISH website http://fishforum.weebly.com/fish-twg-terms-of-reference.html
· Phil made initial contact with the person responsible for IPSV terminology. He will chase this up further.

· Sally circulated the restructuring proposals for the Archaeology thesaurus and they have been added to the Agenda for the meeting.

	

	3.
	Round table catch-up

Phil welcomed the new members to the Group and gave a brief overview on the history and purpose of the Group.

Paul (English Heritage) – working on the development of a WWI thesaurus for use in the Home Front Legacies project. This Project is intending to create a database and online form allowing community groups in the UK to feed in information, with the possibility of the HERs helping to co-ordinate.

Cath (Museum of London) – there is an increasing demand for Ecofacts terms. Phil pointed out that this thesaurus is now available to download at the FISH website as a csv. file

Julia (British Museum) – is currently developing the People thesaurus and working on copyright issues and work related to digital assets.

Sally (National Museum Wales) – is currently helping to develop a Digital Strategy document, including work on copyright. Data standards are also being developed for an electronic document management system

Rosie (The National Archives) – her work as Collections Knowledge Officer at National Archives includes updating ‘Access to Archives’. She is also involved with community archives work which will tie-in with the WWI projects.

Kieran (ADS) – is working on the ARIADNE project, looking at the existing guidelines of the 14 project partners, and combining this work with case studies. This will lead to the creation of thesauri which can be fed into this Group. Currently they have produced guides for Dendrochronology, LiDAR and 3D.

Peter (RCAHMS) – the Commission is currently going through a merger process. A Digital Strategy document is being developed that will include data standards and will be used to help with the re-launch of PastMap.

Phil (English Heritage)
SENESCHAL project.
The main thesauri are now available as linked data through http://www.heritagedata.org/blog/The data of the former NMRs has been assigned PURLs (permanent URLs). Work continues on the development of widgets to plug into the website and database to allow public viewing of linked data. This supports the use of appropriate terminology in on-line forms, allowing for the standardization of information being fed in by contractors. By March/April next year there will be a need to create ‘cross-walks’ mapping between the thesauri.

There was some discussion about what will happen to the SENESCHAL data when the project finishes. It may be stored on a server at EH or possibly ADS.

Will the next useful step be joining the linked data from the SENESCHAL project to the linked data from the British Museum? This is something we need to work toward.

CIDOC
EH sits on the Archaeological Sites Working Group. This Group is working with CIPA to revise the ‘International Core Data Standard for Archaeological sites and Monuments.’ This new standard will be launched in September 2014 at the CIDOC conference in Dresden and at the ICOMOS General Assembly in Florence in November 2014.

	

	4.
	Under-represented and Intangible Heritage - update
Phil circulated the minutes of the URIH meeting held at EH Swindon on the 17th September and briefed the Group on the issues raised.

In summary, we do not currently have the resources to set up a separate Special Interest Group under the FISH remit so it will become a standing item on the agenda of this Group until such time that we are able to set up a SIG. In the meantime EH will continue to take the lead on disability terminology and TNA will take the lead with LGBT terminologies. Other members agreed to look at existing resources and available lists and all information will be fed back to this Group.

Issues raised:

· The problem of changing terminologies over time was considered. It was agreed that we need to index concepts. We don’t change unique identifiers but the term used for a particular concept can be changed over time. Labels can be added for preferred and non-preferred terms and tags can be added to highlight terms now regarded as offensive.

· The Group agreed that there is a need to develop and support these terminologies but that there is still an issue with how we apply and integrate them into our existing systems. In many cases archives and museums already have subject indexing and much of this terminology is included within existing structures. However, this is an area not yet strongly developed within monument and built heritage terminologies. Where terms are already incorporated within existing thesauri do we need separate term lists or is it more appropriate to look at the way we currently index these terms and apply this across all our existing terminologies? 

· The communities themselves are already developing terminologies and we need to raise awareness of this work. 


	

	5.
	Archaeological Objects restructuring

The document outlining the proposed restructuring of the classifications within the existing ‘Archaeological Object Name thesaurus’ was discussed. This new streamlined classification structure is based upon discussions over the last two years and was broadly agreed by the Group. It was agreed that more detailed restructuring of the terms could not be undertaken until the classification itself has been restructured.

Actions:

· English heritage will created a version of the thesaurus that matches the new Classification structure. 

· We need to investigate thesauri management software that might be appropriate for the rebuilding and management of the thesaurus. Phil suggested GINCO (GestionInformatisée de Nomenclatures Collaboratives et Ouvertes!) a French thesaurus constructor that is multi-lingual, open source and based on the SKOS standard. He will investigate further and report back to the Group.
· A link to the restructured thesaurus will be posted on the FISH website so that Group members can download it as a pdf or csv file. 
· All Group members are to look at the proposed restructuring and forward any comments they have prior to the next meeting. 
· At the next meeting we will move forward with more detailed restructuring of the narrower terms and further refinement of the broader classification.

Points to consider: 

· We need to compare our new structure against the British Museum’s object name thesaurus.

· In the future we will need to revisit the use of punctuation. 
· Any changes we make to the structure of the Archaeology thesaurus will have an impact on the SENESCHAL data and the Linked data project.
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	6.
	AOB

Sally raised the issue of the ‘END Technical Working Group’becoming a FISH Special Interest Group. The Extended National Database partnership was set up in Wales as a means to enable the sharing of data between the partners – RCAHMW, the four Welsh HERs, Cadw and National Museum Wales. The Technical Group manages the data exchange and has expanded to oversee data standards. One of its key objectives is “To identify and agree standards for the management of information about the historic environment in Wales.” 
It was agreed that this would be a good addition to the terminology work of FISH. Sally will report back to David Thomas, the chair of the END group, so that he can sort out the arrangements with Phil.

	Sally

	7.
	Date and time of next meeting: 

The next meeting will start at one at the British Museum, on a Tuesday in April 2014tbc. Julia to inform the Group about changes to the meeting room at the BM.


