	Minutes of the

FISH Terminology Working Group

10th April 2013, British Museum


	Present: Phil Carlisle (Chair), Paul Adams, Sally Carter, Julia Stribblehill, Cath Malony, Gill Campbell, Peter McKeague, Sarah Orr, Richard Light, Leanne McCafferty
Apologies: Isabel Holroyd



	1.
	Discussion about the future of the Group
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the remit of the FISH Terminology Working Group, agree the new terms of reference and assign areas of responsibility.

	

	2.
	Terms of Reference document
The following changes were agreed by the Group:

· The document needs to explain what FISH is and possibly provide some kind of glossary for all the acronyms. 
· The document needs to clarify the way this Group reports to the main FISH group. Our role will be day to day maintenance and the main FISH group will approve and provide feedback on what new areas the Community would like us to cover.

· Existing thesauri – it is not our intention to take over from other published thesauri that were started externally, but we will be able to provide a home for those thesauri formerly managed by MDA/Collections Trust that are no longer available over the web.


	

	3.
	Areas of Responsibility
It was agreed that members of the Group would act as first points of contact for various areas of terminology. 

The following areas of responsibility were agreed:

· Monument Types and Maritime placenames – Phil Carlisle
· Event types – Paul Adams
· Archaeology Objects thesaurus and contact for Welsh terminology – Sally Carter
· Contacts for Scottish terminology – Peter McKeague and Leanne McCAfferty

·  Archaeological Science – Gill Campbell
· Building materials and Archaeology Archive types – Cath Malony

· Periods – Julia Stribblehill
· ALGAO lists – Sarah Orr
· Contact for archived thesauri – Richard Light
· 
	

	4
	New Fish Web Site
Phil gave a demo of the new FISH web site.
· The web site has an area for term lists, updated every six months. These can be downloaded as PDF versions. Bespoke users can download as CSV. 
· There will be a FAQ section to help guide users through the process of standardising terminology.
· The web site includes a link to the FISH toolkit, now maintained by ADS.
· There is a list of useful resources and working groups for BIAB and the web site itself
· It is possible to set up users on the web site so that Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland can have their own sections which they can edit themselves.
· The website could also include a submission form for submitting terms to the relevant terminology lists.


	

	5.
	Making data available
· Terminology will be made available using tools developed by the University of Glamorgan for the SENESCHAL project.
· Within three months the main three thesauri should be available as linked data through www.heritagedata.org
· ADS would like to see the use of PURL (Permanent URL) which they see as a more secure domain. This will need to be considered.

	

	6.
	Archiving old thesauri and term lists
It was agreed that older thesauri will be available in an archive but will no longer be maintained and will not accept new terms. Data could be made available as linked data. Richard Light offered to take a look at this issue and act as a point of contact.


	

	7.
	International aspects
It was agreed that this Group can look into international issues and reach out to other communities. Getty are a major player in international terminology and are working toward making all their terminology available as linked data.

(EHKOS provides a system and structure that would help in the development of a multi-lingual thesaurus but work is not currently progressing on this project.)

	

	8.
	Archaeology Object Name Thesaurus

It was agreed that in the short term the Group needs to continue to work on the major restructuring of the Archaeology thesaurus that was proposed last year. Sally agreed to distribute the proposed restructuring for discussion at the next meeting.


	

	9.
	Future timetable

· The Group will arrange two meetings a year: a strategy meeting in April and a meeting in November to discuss the work that has been done. This schedule will allow Phil to report back to the main FISH meetings.
· All meetings will continue to be held at the British Museum.

	

	10.
	AOB

· Local Government Heritage Term List – Sarah raised the issue of the poor quality of this list and asked if we could use this Group to lobby for its improvement. Integrated Public Sector Vocab (IPSV)

	

	11.
	Action points

· Phil to circulate the list of current terminologies available through the FISH website so that we can decide what should be archived, what needs to be actively maintained, what needs to be removed and what needs to be added.
· Phil to look into Knowledge Hub as a possible means of E-conferencing for smaller working groups.
· Phil to circulate the URL for the new Fish web site

· Phil to look into who is responsible for creating and maintaining terminology for IPSV, and discover the process for changing the terms used.
· Sally to circulate the restructuring proposals for the Archaeology thesaurus for discussion at the next meeting.
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	12.
	Date and time of next meeting: 
The next meeting will start at midday at the British Museum, on a day in November 2013 tbc


