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Improving Information Access
To Historic Environment Data 
– first principles



• Information access is vital for efficient decision 
making

• For investigation of the historic environment, in the 
planning process, informing research & elsewhere

• But...the current situation has some significant 
weaknesses

What is the Issue?



• Clarifying Local Authority role as the 
source of primary data 

• Supporting NPPF and changes in 
planning regulations  

• Supporting more effective engagement 
with built environment practitioners 

• Saving Local Authorities time and 
money 

• Ensuring compliance with useful 
standards for data creation and 
management 

• Eradicating duplication and promoting 
historic environment research 

• Enabling interoperability and data 
sharing across the sector 

• Safeguarding national and local historic 
environment datasets 

• Clarifying EH’s role in the context of 
Arms Length Body status 

• Supporting efficient English Heritage 
delivery of NHPP 

• Freeing up strategic resources 

English Heritage want to begin a dialogue that explores ways of:




The Information Access Strategy : Outline Vision 

• What is the Information Access Strategy? 

An initiative by EH and our partners in HERs to improve access for the sector to digital heritage data

• How will it work? 

Building on the network of local authority HERS, with English Heritage contributing data from its own 
research and commissioned projects; championing the development and implementation of shared data 
standards; providing integrated responses to national and sub-national scale queries (where many local 
queries would be burdensome); and safeguarding a ‘security copy’ of the national record.

• How advanced is the project? 

The initiative is still at proof-of-concept stage and much work remains to be done.

• Who will benefit? 

HERs; EH/HE; Archives; Museums; Contractors; Developers & Planners; wider Historic Environment 
Research including Communities & Academic sector; along with broader benefits for providing more 
accessible information to Heritage Tourism & the Public.

• What is the timetable? 

The Information Access Strategy will be developed and implemented over the next three years. A more 
detailed timetable following decisions on the new model for HBMCE 




High level vision of main components



High level vision of main components - Examples



To Achieve these goals for the 
Historic Environment sector 
English Heritage are proposing  
8 Principles of Information Access 

8 Principles



Principle 1
Local Authority HERs should be the first point of call 
for and primary trusted source of investigative 
research data and knowledge



Principle 2
English Heritage should be the first point of call for 
and primary trusted source of national datasets 
such as Designated Assets and the National 
Maritime Record



Principle 3
English Heritage should continue to champion the 
development, maintenance and implementation of 
standards for the creation, management and 
storage of digital historic environment data



Principle 4
Investigative research data or knowledge should be 
readily uploaded, validated and accessed online



Principle 5
The national overview for England should be 
delivered online through the Heritage Gateway



Principle 6
Such data or knowledge should not be at risk of 
loss, fragmentation, inundation (in data), or system 
obsolescence



Principle 7
English Heritage should, on behalf of the nation, 
ensure that a security copy of all such data exists in 
accordance with Principles 3 and 6



Principle 8
Digital data should be supported by material archives 
in safe repositories accessible to the public.



Principle 1: Local Authority HERs should be 
the first point of call for and primary trusted 
source of investigative research data and 
knowledge

Principle 3: English Heritage should continue 
to champion the development, maintenance 
and implementation of standards for the 
creation, management and storage of digital 
historic environment data

Principle 2: English Heritage should be the 
first point of call for and primary trusted 
source of national datasets such as the 
National Maritime Record

Principle 4: Investigative research data or 
knowledge should be readily uploaded, 
validated and accessed online

Principle 7: English Heritage should, on 
behalf of the nation, ensure that a security 
copy of all such data exists in accordance 
with Principles 3 and 6

Principle 5: The national overview should be 
delivered online through the Heritage 
Gateway

Principle 6: Such data or knowledge should 
not be at risk of loss, fragmentation, 
inundation (in data), or system obsolescence

Principle 8: Digital data should be supported 
by material archives in safe repositories 
accessible to the public.

8 Principles of Information Access



Conclusion and Challenge

The technologies will continue to be developed. 
But what is the common will for sharing historic 
environment data openly in the interests of 
improving research methods and increasing 
understanding?

Degree of success will be proportional to the degree of partnership 
and collaboration that we in the sector can generate.

A shared R&D Agenda?



Next Steps

Consultation 
with Sector

Ongoing Information Access 
Strategy Development

TACOS 
Workshop to 
inform strategy

User 
Requirements 
Gathering

IAS External 
Advisory Group

EH  
IAS Programme 
Board
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